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Revelestoke Timber Days
Choker races, axe throwing, chainsaw carving, 
pole climbing: these are some of the events at the 
Professional Loggers Sports at the 2009 Timber Days 
held in Revelstoke on July 4 & 5.

Betty-Ann McDonald and Ann Polson of the 
Canadian Women in Timber Shuswap Branch 
participated in this popular event.  They set 
up a table in front of the Interior Logging 
Association Forestry Education Van 
to talk to visitors. 

Canadian Women In Timber infor-
mation and old time logging pic-
tures were on display.  Hand outs 
included Splinter books, pens & 
pencils, bumper stickers, candy 
and gum.  This was the first time 
our new Forest Facts booklets were 
showcased, and they generated 
great interest from the public.

Timber Days is an international 
event drawing people from 
Switzerland, Sweden, Germany, 
Australia and the U.S. as participants and spectators.  There were many interesting conversations with 
people from all over the world.  The trip was well worth our time.
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20th Anniversary AGM & Lunch

In 1989 our founding director, Myrtle 
Siebert, lead the first meeting of the 
Canadian Women in Timber in BC and 
formed the non-profit society.  Twenty 
years have gone passed, marked by 
many new faces on our board and in 
our membership, but always true to the 
heart of our mandate and vision - to 
foster forest education in the province of 
British Coumbia.

We invite you to join us in our 
celebrations.  
October 16th, 2009 

11:30 am – Lunch
1:00 pm – Presentations
2:30 pm – Wrap-up

Predator Ridge Golf Resort
301 Village Centre Place
Vernon, BC V1H 1T2

To register, please contact Betty-Ann 
McDonald, at bettyann@telus.net

We are proud to once again announce 
that for a second year in a row we will 
be joined by the Honourable Pat Bell, 
Minister of Forests and Range.  The 
Minister will be making an exciting forest 
education announcement.  Following 
the minister’s address we will have a 
panel discussion.

We hope to bring out a wide range of 
people to join our celebrations, includ-
ing local industry, associations, govern-
ment, educators and other interested 
stakeholders.

Honourable Pat Bell
Pat Bell was re-elected as MLA for Prince George-
Mackenzie on May 12, 2009.

He was first appointed 
Minister of Forests and Range 
on June 23, 2008.  He previ-
ously served as Minister of 
Agriculture and Lands and as 
minister of state for mining.

Minister Bell was elected to 
represent the riding of Prince 
George North in the 2001 
election and re-elected in 
2005.

He has served on the 
Government Caucus Committee on Natural 
Resources and B.C. Task Force on Mining, and as 
chair of the Small Scale Salvage Review Committee. 
Minister Bell has also served on the Legislative Select 
Standing Committees on Education and Crown 
Corporations.

Prior to becoming an MLA, Minister Bell owned 
a trucking company and co-owned a logging 
company. He owns two Wendy’s Restaurants in Prince 
George.

Canadian Women in Timber are pround to be celebrating 
our 20th anniversary.  



Looking Forward - innovations & changes for a positive future

AGM Luncheon Panel

Randy Chan, R.P.F.
Randy obtained a Bachelor of 
Science in Forestry degree from 
UBC in 1971. He is a Registered 
Professional Forester and a 
member of the Association of B.C. 
Forest Professionals.  In 1985 he 
was the president of the associa-

tion, and in 2008 was the recipient of the Associations’ 

Distinguished Forest Professional Award.

He worked in the interior of the Province with Balco 
Industries Ltd., upon graduation, and today he is 
Vice President & General Manager, Environment and 
Forestry with Tolko Industries Ltd., a forest products 
company with operations in British Columbia, Alberta, 
Saskatchewan and Manitoba.  His responsibilities 
include environment, forestry, strategic planning, 
government relations and corporate  
communications. 

Nick Arkle, R.P.F.
Nick has been the Woodlands 
Manager for Gorman Bros. Lumber 
in Westbank since 1991. He gradu-
ated from BCIT in the Forestry 
Technician program in 1980 and 
continued his education graduat-
ing from UBC in 1984 in the BSF 

program. He obtained his Registered Professional 
Forester status in 1987. 

Nick has been involved over the years as a council 

member of the Association of BC Forest Professionals, 
and served as President from 1999-2000.

He is a an appointee director of the Kelowna 
Chamber of Commerce,a director of the Regional 
District of the Central Okanagan Economic 
Development Commission and a director of ‘The 
Glenfir Independent School’ in the Okanagan. Nick 
is a director of Bylands Nursery, and  co-chair of the 
Okanagan Partnership’ working to promote sustain-
able growth and strengthening regional competitive-
ness throughout the Okanagan. 

Ian de la Roche
Ian first joined the forest sector 
in 1992, as President of Forintek 
Canada Corp. He subsequently 
assumed the responsibilities 
of FERIC in 2004 followed by 
Paprican. In September 2006, 
he merged the three national 

institutes, FERIC, Forintek, and Paprican into 
FPInnovations. Serving as the first President and CEO 

of the new institute, he also had oversight responsibil-
ity for the Canadian Forest Service Fibre Centre.  

Dr. de la Roche is a former Assistant Deputy Minister 
at Agriculture Canada and was a key architect of 
the International Centre for Agricultural Science and 
Technology and the Plant Biotechnology Cluster in 
Saskatoon.

Ian is currently Adjunct Professor at the University of 
British Columbia and an Associate of Timwood AB. 

MIKE APSEY, C.M., LL.D., 
R.P.F. (RET.)
Mike Apsey has extensive working 
experience in Government, 
Industry, Consulting, and in 
Industrial Associations in Canada 
and on assignments in numerous 
countries throughout the world.  

From 1978-1984 he served as Deputy Minister of 
Forests for the Province of British Columbia and from 
1984-1998 he was President and CEO of the Council 
of Forest Industries.

He is a past Chair of the Tree Canada Foundation, 
the National Forest Strategy Coalition and Wildlife 
Habitat Canada.  Mike is board member of the 

Forest History Association of British Columbia.  He is a 
Director Emeritus of the Pacific Salmon Foundation.  
He is past Chair of the Irving K. Barber British 
Columbia Scholarship Society and is President of the 
B.C. Forest Service Centenary Society. 

Mike is a recipient of the prestigious Rielle Thomson 
award from the Canadian Pulp and Paper 
Association.  In 1991, the Government of France 
awarded him the “Chevalier de l’Ordre du Merite 
Agricole” for his “contributions to world forestry”.  
In 1998 & 2002, Mike was awarded the Canadian 
Institute of Forestry’s International Achievement 
and Forestry Achievement Awards.  In 2002, he was 
appointed a Member of the Order of Canada.  In 
2009, he received an Honorary Doctor of Laws 
Degree from UBC. 



The tallest tree in Canada

How tall can a tree grow?  Coastal red-
woods in California grow up to 112 metres 
tall! The tallest tree in Canada is a Sitka 
Spruce tree growing in the Carmanah Valley 
on Vancouver Island, BC.  This tree has been 
measured at 95 metres tall (as tall as a 30 
storey building!).  In the late 1800’s there 
were Eucalyptus trees in Australia that grew 
up to 143 metres tall. 

Transpiration

Trees suck up water, like drinking 
through a straw - they pull from their 
leaves all the way down to their roots.  
On a hot day, some species of trees, 
such as Red Alder (Alnus rubra) are 
sucking water up so hard that you can 
actually hear them hiss if you make a 
small cut in the bark.  The process by 
which trees obtain water from the soil 
is called transpiration.

Trees suck up water, like drinking Trees suck up water, like drinking 
through a straw - they pull from their through a straw - they pull from their 
leaves all the way down to their roots.  
On a hot day, some species of trees, 
such as Red Alder (Alnus rubra) are 
sucking water up so hard that you can 
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Tickets are available from any board 
member for $2.  All proceeds will support 
our forest education programs.  The 
final draw will be made at our 20th 
Anniversary AGM in Vernon October 
16th, 2009.  You do not have to be 
present at the AGM to win.  

We would like to thank Finning Canada 
and Great West Equipment for this year’s 
donations.

Fundraising Raffle 
Have a hankering for a Cat W3458 
Material Handler, a die-cast dragster, 
or a Volvo grader ?

Forestry Facts
Discover your forest IQ

Nitrogen is an element that plants need to grow.  When 
nitrogen levels are low, some plants are able to convert 
nitrogen from the air (air is 79% Nitrogen) into a form 
they can use to grow. Red Alder has a special type of 
“nitrogen fixing” bacteria that live in nodules (lumps) on 
their roots.  The alder feeds the bacteria sugars from 
photosynthesis and the bacteria returns the favour by 
converting nitrogen in air pockets in the soil into a form 
the alder can use to grow.  When two organisms coop-
erate and benefit equally in a relationship it is called 
symbiosis. 
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Nitrogen and symbiosis
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NEW! Forestry 
Facts
Join Splinter in our latest education booklet 
as he tests your forest IQ.

Learn 10 news things about the forest that 
you didn’t know before.  Illustrated with 
smiling trees and perky Blue Jays, this little 
booklet provides a fun way to teach your 
children about the science and ecology of 
BC forests.


